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two different perceptions of the world because the 
world itself was static, unchanging, and independent 
of perception. It was through rhetorical persuasion 
that one could attempt to change another’s percep-
tion. The attributes of individual objects are the 
basis of categorization of objects, and categories are 
subject to behavioral rules that could be discovered 
and understood by the human mind. Thus rocks and 
other objects are in the category of objects that have 
the property of gravity.

The Chinese counterpart to the Greek sense of 
personal agency was harmony. Every Chinese was 
a member of a family and a village. The Chinese 
were less concerned with controlling their own des-
tinies but more concerned with self-control so as to 
minimize conflict with others in the family and vil-
lage. For the Chinese, the world is constantly chang-
ing and every event is related to every other event. 
The Chinese understood the world as continuously 
interacting substances, so perception focused on the 
entire context or environment. Chinese thought is to 
see things in their context in which all the elements 
are constantly changing and rearranging themselves.

Effect of Culture on Sensing

How much alike, then, are two persons’ sensations? 
Individuals raised in diverse cultures can actually 
sense the world differently. For example, Marshall 
Segall and his associates (Segall, Campbell, & Her-
skovits, 1966) found that people who live in forests 
or in rural areas can sense crooked and slanted lines 
more accurately than can people who live in urban 
areas. This demonstrates that the rural and urban 
groups sense the same event differently as a result of 
their diverse cultural learnings.

The term field dependence refers to the degree 
to which perception of an object is influenced by 
the background or environment in which it appears. 
Some people are less likely than others to separate 
an object from its surrounding environment. When 
adults in Japan and the United States are shown 
an animated underwater scene in which one large 
fish swims among small fish and other marine life, 
the Japanese describe the scene and comment more 

Map 2.1 � The Influence of Ancient Greek 
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Greek forms of sensing and perceiving were later carried 
forward in ancient Roman culture, as shown in the map 
above, where they were transmitted across Roman imperial 
holdings in much of modern Western, Central, and Eastern 
Europe. From the 17th century forward, European colonialism 
brought Western-style perception to the Americas, Africa, 
and Oceania.

Source: Adapted from Nau (2012, p. 77).

Note: Shaded regions represent the Roman and Greek Empires 
at their furthest extent.


